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THREE YEARS* RESULTS, 



January 7lh,^8S2. 



THE old story of the gentleman on the |;feat north road, 
1Mpli<^» to avoid being mined by his kind travelling friends, at length placed 
the ai^ of the Red Cow over his door, is in some degree appUcable to 



Having had frequent occasion to give away copies of the Rules of nj 

dotfaing Society, and bemg often asked to accompany them with. ez« 

ylawtines, 1 havedeterminacl to save myself future trouble and expena* 

lay publishing ** Three years' Results." In doing so, Imast request the 

raiider to exme defects, as I am writing at a moment of great incan- 

vsenience to mysdf, and when I should faave been gbd to postpone the task. 

Hut winter is the season when the minds of the charitable and tba 

flaooghtM ave usually best disposed to consider the condition of the Poor, 

aaad to Ibm plans lor their relief; and the beginning of the year is ou 

saany accounts the most proper time fer the foranation of sudi a Society 

mM that which I am about to recommend; moreover die present pobhcatioB 

kas been advertised for three successive weeks in the Northampton Herald 

m about to appear. I am induced by these reasons to string U^ether 

such remarks as may occur to me, and to print them without delay. 

In ^ving an account of the Farthinghoe Provident Clothing Society^ 
Idaim for it no character for originality in principle. To encouraga 
provident habits among the Poor, by means of benevolent contributioDS 
mm the Rich, is no new attempt. My aim however has been to extend 
the principle, to connect charity, industry, prudence and morality mora 
intimately together, and to convince the Poor, that good conduct is in all 
vaspects their best policy. It will be seen that the Rules relative to 
expulsion point strongly to that object, particularly the one which applies 
to the case of the married female. With regard to the machinery and 
rules of the Society, they are entirely new^ at least 1 am not acquainted 
with any society previously estaUished upon a similar plan. 

The influence which the Clothing Society of Farthinghoe has had upon 
the comforts and morals of the Poor, will justify me in expressing a hope, 
that no rule will be rejected till my reasons in favour of it, as well as 
the Results, have been well considered* The Rules, with some sli^t 
additions, suggested by experience, are dioae by which the Society has 
been governed for three years. 



ItUiLlSS or TBM 

Fartbliislioe ProTident CU^WMximg 

Society^ 

Printed Copies of loAtcA are give» to the Depo$i^r*m 

Rev. F. LITCHFIELD, Manager, 
THOMAS WESTCAR, Treasurer. 

It being the object of this Society to encourage the Poor in tbe hmhit 
of small savings, in order that they may thereby supply them8etI'F'e0 wifk 
Clothing, the following Rules have been adopted :— 

l*-^ub8criptions will be received b^ the Manager in aid of this Sk>ei0tjr» 

2. — ^Weekly deposits will be received from the poor inhabitants of - 
F^rthinghoe, the Manager to determine annually what applicants sliall te 
admitted as Depositors for the ccmung Year^^ and what shall be theamovMit 
of each dq^osit. 

3«-— The Depositors will be divided into Two Classes; namely, the JE^lcfer 
imd the Younger. 

4. — ^The ^er Class, or those above the age of sixteen, will not 
aBowed to deposit more than threepence, or less than twopence. 

5.-»The Younger Class, or those under the age of sixteen, will not 
allowed to deposit more than twopence, or less than one halfpemmjf • 
female servants to beloi^ to the Younger Class, and not to receive anything 
from the Subscription Fund, unless they are at service at the time when tii« 
clothing is distributed. 

. 6.-*The money intended to be deposited' must be declared before th^ 
first Sunday in January, and be continued the same every Sunday 
throughout the Year. 

7. — ^The Depositors will be required to pay thdr money at the School 
Room, in the alphabetical order of their names, immediately after their 
attendance at Morning or Evening Divine Service, according to tho 
discretion of the Manager, due notice being given them of any change 
in the time appointed for pajrment. 

8. — ^The names of the Elder Class will be called over first, and those 
of the Younger immediately after. 

. 9.-^No change will be given, and every Depositor not bringing tiie 
exact sum due to the Society at the time of payment will be considered 
as Jiaving omitted to pay. 

10.— ^Depositors will be required to bring their own deposits, except 
in cases of illness, or other sufficient impediment, when any Depositor* 
so prevented will be allowed to employ another person as a substitute, 
whose age must correspond with the class of such Depositor, and wh« 
shall be subject to the same rules. 

11* — No Depositor or Substitute will be allowed to bring the money 
of two Depositors on the same day. 

12.— Every Depositor omitting to pay according to the prescribed 
rules shall forfeit one halfpenny for each omission, and no deposits will 
be received while any arrears or forfeits remain unpaid. 

13.-«-Every Depositor omitting to make good bis deposits for four 
successive Sundays, or having incurred more than Ten forfeits within 
tfie same yefir^ will cease to be a member of the Society. 



^^•^^^o money will an any account be returned to amy Depositor^ 
SecedeTy or expelled member ; but incase of death il shall be io th« 
power of the Manager to allow the deposits of the deceased to be con-,, 
tinaed by the husbaiid, or wife, or some other near relation^ who shall be 
subject to the same Roles. 

15. — If any I>epositor shall be convicted before a Magistrate of stealing, 
4ir SLny other felony, such Depositor shall instantly be expelled from the 
Society. 

16.-— If the husband or wife of any Depositor shall be convicted before 
a Mag^trate of stealing, or any other felony, it shall be in the power of 
the Manager to expel such Depositorfrom the Society, or to deprive him 
or her of all share in the Subscription Fund. 

17. —If any Depositor shaH be convict«»d before a Mdjgistrate of Drunk- 
enness, Poaching, Assault, or any misdemeanor, it shall be in the power 
•f the Manager to expel'such Depositor from the Society, or to deprivt 
him or her of all share in the Subscription'Fond.- 

IS. — Any Depositor becoming preg^nant while unmarried wiU be 
expelled from the Society. 

Id. — Any Depositor recently married, who shall by the too early birth ' 
of a ^child prove herself to have been pregnant at the time of her marriage^ 
shall be expelled from the Society. 

^QO^ — If any able-bodied labourer shall consent to receive parochial 
relief under the form of- what is usually termed head-money, he with his 
^rife and children shall instantly be expelled from the Society, and rendered 
inadmissable the following year. 

21* — At the end of the year the Manager will add such a proportion 
of the Subscription Fund as he may think adviseable to the deposits, at 
the equal rate of so much for every shilling, the sum so added never 
exceeding the amount deposited, and any pverplus remauiing to be carried 
to the account of the following year. Various articles of -Clothing will 
then be provided, which the Depositors will be allowed to purchase to 
the amount of their respective shares. 

^. — Any Depositor that shall sell, or make away with, or be proved 
to have engaged to sell or make away with, or that shall, upon being 
properly required ~by the Manager, refuse at any time to shew him such 
articles as have been obtained from the Society, shall forfeit all share in 
the Subscription Fund, and shall not be admitted into the Society as a 
Depositor the following year. 

23. — Money collected for the Society by subscription, deposits, or 
otherwise, will be placed Aroro time to time in the Banbury Savings' 
Bank, in the name of the Manager, who will be responsible for the 
amount at the end of the year, together with the interest accruing 
therefrom. 

^. — These Rules shall bmd equally the Manager and thp Depositjdtr ; 
it being understood, that with |*espect to the Younger Class the Manager 
shall be entitled from time to time to make such regulations, as may 
connect school discipline and good order with the Society. 



These were the Kiiles upon which the Farthinghoe Society was 
established in March, 1829 — the Depositors being allowed to pay back, 
during the following harvest seaison, to the 1st of January, in order tQ 
complete the twelvemonth. . . ^ 
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6. 

The (oBbwin^ summary of' resnlti will shewtheoperatioQ of tbe SbaHy- 
upon the condition of the P6or, as far as- figures can do it; the moral 
c€^t being*, in my mind, of far greater inrportance than any. relief^ 
however great, which may appear to have been derived from the- distri^ 
bation of Clothing, 

1.— i^ft Accauni of the number of Depositors^ shewing their gradwd. 
increase iming, the years 1829, 1880« and: 1881^ . 

13^. 1830. l«9l. 

OepositorB of 3d« per week •'• 8 •••• 14 •«••. 19 , 

Depositors of 2d. per week • • 41 • • • • 49 • . . • 53. 

9^o8itors of Id. per week •• 10 •••*. 26 ..•• 33 

Depositors of Ifcl. per. week •• 11 •••• 21 •••• 15 

Total ..•••••••• 70 110 120 



2.'^Amount of Sums deposited. 

1829. 1850: 1831. . 

d: 8. d. S. B, d: £, ». d. £. s.' d. 

Depositors of 3.. or 13 per ami.. 5 4 0.. 9' 2 0*. 12 7 O^ 

Deposifi>rsof2.«or 8 8peranD..17 15 4.. 21 4 8w. 22 19 4 

l^K>8itorsof'l..or 4 4peraBn.. 2 8 4.. & 12 8>.. 7 3 Qi 

Depositorstkf i..or2 2peramt.. 1 3 10*. 2 5 6*. 1. 12 ^ 

Totals ..28 e 9'38 4 10 44 110 



3»<— ^Mmtnl qf: SfAseriptim Fumii 
isfi9. 183a isat. 

£• S4 ■ <L- -jB*. Si, di £«. s», d'm 

35 12 8 .. 38 15; 4 .• » 16 lli 



4»— y^iNoim/ ofMofMy raised by Deposits, Sniscriptums It other means» 

1889. 1930, 1831. 

£• s* d. £» s* d* £• Si cL 

62 17 4 .. 90 7 4 .. 89 17 5 



^.-^Addition to Depositors^ Fund. 

1829. 1830. 18dj. 

s. dm s» dw s» d» s» d. 

Tq Depositors of 13 per year 13 .. 13 .. 11 

To Depositors of 8 8 per year 8 8.. 88.. 80 

To Depositors of 4 4 per year 4 4.. 44.. 40' 

To De^sitors of 2 2 per year 2 2.. 2 2 • • 20 



Q^^Total Jbnomt of Clothk^ distributed. 

1829* 183a 1831. Tbial in years. 

£». s.. d. . £. Sk dm. ^ £k Sk di £. s. d* 

52 13 .. 76 9 8 .. 81 8.0 «. 21010, 8 



188ft- 1830.' ^ 1831. 

W 4k 4, ..... la 1^10 .«, 14.17.n 



^iW: 



18S0k^ . 183a. . 1831. 

8.-^Nnn*ar of ForfdU*^ ..•— . 200 .••., 44d •#..., 386r 

St *• ■■« 

C4U8£8« 
9.— l«fi». 1810 im Emiwtiaifc QoUWpariii^^'^^7^'''* 

E^Mttodl • • a . • ^ 



• • 



10. — Stixtemeni shewing wi(A respect, to Mor^tp^ Parochial Ttk^f;. 
and-BmpioifmmU tke improifed covdUi&n.of a PanthT dhti$iguuhed 
m 1826 fir disorder y pauperim^ and * lacemakingp. 

18^« 1830 18di> 

Depositors convicted be&ra^ Magistrates •••r^n.** Q ••. Q. •*. (k 

Ditto taken up oil snsfiicioiu o'..*^..^... 0,*. ... 0. 

Parishioners not Depositors conyictect«#««* ••••• 2 •. .. CT 

Ditto taken np on suspicion.... .•••.• •• •• 

Single men gone out to servi«^ •.••.. gtjuiimS^ iOCl^liQg.t% •• 15 

Ditto at borne,' eniployeA; out of pari9b*.» •.*.• - • * ^ • ^ .••.•> • • • ^ 

Ditto at home, employed inparidfa*. gradually diminishing to.. 1 

Girlsag^ between 16&26goneout to serTii^^gMvally increasiDg to 22 

Dittot in- preparatory- serwcr in- dif-parislr ...f^ 4r 

Ditto desnrous of service- ••.,•.•».»••,•.•.••••••••••.•••••••• % 

Ditto unfaealttiy and infirm 2 

Ditto attendant oir ag^. pwent^ ........... .*.;.^..,...»... 1 

Ditto avense to service ...... .^ . <. . ^ graonalljr, dimi wa shi n ft . to 1 

^ 1828 1829 1830 1831 

Able-bodied labourers receivingfheadrmon^j 2^ • . 17 .. .. 



*«mm 



U.<«^lllegiti«iaVs* children boin during threse years before the 

Society, was established . . . • 3 

Ditto during. tbr«e years since the Society was established 

l^_Decisions of Select Vestry reversed by Magistrates during 

the lasit three yeeip»>i -♦ ^.•*..^.^... 

13.— ParocAtai Ekpettditure for, six ytars^. mchtditnm t$ the last 
three yeears the sums paid, for S appttentiua^ and o emigrants. 

iL Sm. d. 

Ending in: Mafch, 182^ •• *-- eSNt 2> 7 

. I€e7 ....^ «a 8; 41 

1628 ............... dldia 1 

. lfl» . ......-..^^.•^ 4fi»<lflfi 3 

. ISaO •......•••... 385 17^ 7 

.laai .- -^aBarii 7 ] 



. • • . 
. • • . 

. • « k 



Diminution in 1831 from 1826, £.333 11 



• • 



• • 



• • 



• • 



• • 



• • 



1A*^^A general Lisi 

1829 

Sheeting ....363 

Linen .273 

Calico 166 

Print 91 

Welch Flannel 53 
Gingham .••• 33 
Russia Duck •• 9 

Check 13 

Nankeen • • • • .0. 
Brown Tick •• 18 
Brown Stuff. . 
Drabhet • • • • 
Cotton Cord . . 
Jersey •*•••• 

Hose 20 

Cloaks .,••.. 32 
Handk^rc^uefe ^31 . 
$hawls' * • 



* • 



• • 



. . 



• • 



• • 



. • 



8 

of Articles of Clothing chosen hy Depontars. 

1830 1831 ' Total in three y^ars 

352 .. 357.... 1072 yards of Sheeting 
415 .. 492....1180yards of Linen 
304 ... • 767 yards of Calico 
^«)9. . . . 736 yards of Print 
69.... 220 yards of Welch Flannel 

7. . . • 103 yards of Gingham 
20. . . . 41 yards of Russia Dud^ 
13. . . . 35 yards of Check 
120. ... 189 yards.of Nankeen 
65. . . • 163 yards of Brown 



297 

236 

98 

63 

12 

9 

69 

80 

16 

31 

49 

16 

52 

3 
58 

9 



. • 



. • 



. * 



• • U. . . . 
• . u. . . • 

• • 4a • . . . 

• • ^U* • . a 

• • Dv ... 4 
• • U. . • . 

• • Ocl* • . . 

• • o« • . . 

&c. &c. 



16 yards of Brown Stuff 
31 yards of Drabbet 
91 yards of Cotton Corda 
36 yards of Jersey 

127 pairs of Stockings 
35 Cloaks 

148 Handkerchief 
\% Shawls 



\h.— Extract from Weekly Bbok; shetoing Mode of receiving 
JDeposits^' and Marking ForfeUs by dots. 



Names 



Jai'uary 
|g| 9 I 16 123 



galdwih ) Jan6 | 3 | 3-^13 | 

Barrett • j Sarah .■..~| 2 j 2- \~9rJ 



Deposit 
j£* 8. d. 



Gift 

r£. S 



13 
8" 



Of 
8f 







_13 

a 8^ 



. n. I 



ToUL 
t£. s. 'd. 



0| 



1 6 



8| 



17 




4 



l6.^*Extractfrom Yearly Bill Book, shewing Mode of keeping 
Accounts f and preserving Lists (f purchased Articles 

1830. £* s^^ j^ 

Brought forward o Q 

BALDWIN JANE— 3rf.;?er week. £. g. d. 

Deposit 13 

Gift 13 



16 



2 yards of Calico.... at5d.. 

H yards of Print at lOid. . 

Ifyards of Gingham atSJd.. 

1 Handkerchief q 

1 pair of Hose • q 

4 yardsof Linen at71d.. 

6 yardsof Calico at4|d.. 

12 yardsof Sheeting ••••»••... at 8d.. 

5 yards of Print ...at lid. . 

1 Handkerchief q 

Uyardof Jersey ,,,^ q 










1 

1 
1 
2 
2 
8 
4 
1 
2 



10 

3i 

9J 


4 
6 
3 

7 
1 
4 



16 



Carried forward 3 6 



# 
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Subscr^iian Fmd dwrh^ the years 182D, 1830, and 1831, 9hewing 
the extent and regularity of support given to the Society by 3l 
classes of persons. 

1829. 



«ir Uoyd I>ukenfie1d, Bart. . . 4 

Ccorice Rush, C^q ♦» r. 5 

BfrB. ItuHli, nr. 1 

George Ruah, Csq. Juu ..nr. 

Mrs John SlrsLttoa, 4 

The Misses Stratton, 1 

Charies .%^ard, Ssq. Visitor.. 1 
Rev. E M.itwArd, I2ector..nr 6 
Rev. F. I^tchileld, Curate,, 2 

Richnrd I^ime, l^hrmer 

Mary Pr ue, :..... 

I>s.vid Prue, 

£zra Pirue, ...'. .••• 

Thomas George, FanM#r..«« 

His Ohildr^eii.... .., » . « • . 

T*hoa(&as A^ustio, fiimier..*. 

John Roberts, Farm^ ; 

His Children 

John Reynolds, Farmer ..^« 

His Children 

VTilUam Austin, Former.... 
Cliarles Howard, Farmer .... 

His Children 

W^ilUam Cole, Farmer 

Jolin NichuU, Farmer ...... 

William Nichols 

etizabeth Michoto 

Matilda Nichols 

Mrs Page, eervatii •• 

Oeorge Starkey, Carpenter,. 
Xhomas Boswell, Bttker .... 



Rt. Hon Earl Spencer, KG nr 5 

Cvcorge Rush, Esq n r 5 

Rev. E Mil ward. Rector,, n r 5 

Mrs. J. Straiton 4 

Sir Lloyd Dukeufield, Burt. . . 4 

Mi-s. Rush nr I 

Hew. P. Litcbaeld, Curate . . 5 

Anonymous donations 1 

Anonymous 1 

C Wardc, Esq Visitor ..nr I 

A Soldier 1 

Richird Prue, Farmer, o 

Mrs. Prue « o 

Mrs. John Prue o 

Hannah Prue o 

Thomas George, Farmer ,,., o 

His Children o 

Rebecca and MaryAnn George o 

iolpi Roberts, Farmer o 

tils Children o 

Wdliara Austin, /armffr.... o 



Sm dm 
4 



5 
1 



5 
1 
5 
2 
5 
1 
1 
1 
6 
2 
.5 
3 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

5 








10 6 
4 
















6 

6 
6 

6 



2 




2 6 
2 6 



Daniel Cortii, BoAer . . . . '0 
Mary Wi^ins^ Farmer .r.. 
John Wiggins. .•.;.....-.«.. 
Henry Browning:, Ptt6/ican. . 

Jonn Baldwin, ditto 

Stirah Bsldwin 

Mrs. Pazton, etrvottt 

Mary Ann Walesby, eempstress 
ThonaasWestcar, Sdio^iimo^er 
Wiirmm Bazely, Butcher,,. » 
£1 izabeth Bazely 



Smd. 

2 « 



• •• • 





•0 





Elizabeth Haynes, servant 
William Scutts, ditto 
Ann ' Oavi^,. 4*iio 

Elizabeth Jones, ditto 
John Rathboue, ditto 

Mary Rathbon < . 

George Ward, Blacksmith , . 
J^eph Humphreys, Brewer ' 
William Brotfaerton, Farmer 
Charles Cook, Carrier. ..... 

Mfs. W. C nrO 

W. W. , nr 

C. P .mm.nr 

Peualtiea iinder Game Laws. . 4 

Penalty 

Savings for Society by a Pa- 
rishioner . , , • 3 



1 


1 



1 

1 
1 

I 



1 
I 
1 











5 










6 



6 
6 
3 





I 

2 
1 



3 
6 


9 




3 o 



Total.... 35 12 8 



1830. 



Sm dm 

5 o 
5 

5 
4 
4 
1 
5 

12 6 
o o 



o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 



o 
o 
5 
2 
2 
2 
5 
o 
2 
5 
I 
5 



o 
o 
o 
6 
6 
6 
o 
4 
o 
o 
o 





His Children o 

Thomas Austin, Farmer ,,,. o 

H is Children o 

John Reynolds, Farmer .... o 

Grorge Reyn(dds o 

Frances & MaryAnn Reynolds o 

Johti- Reynolds o 

Sarah Bvniislmvf , sempstress , , o 
Charles Howard, Farmer,,,, o 

Aon Howard ,. ,j • o 

William Howard..... r o 

Thomas Howard; -,.., o 

William Cole, Fanner o 

Daniel Curtis, Baker, ....... o 

51 rs. Page, servant ........ o 

Mrs. Davis, ditto o 

Joseph Rollins, ditto, ....... o 

Elizal)eth Haynes, ditto .... o 

Richard Porter, ditto ..^.., o 

William ScultF, ditto o 

EHzabeth Jones, (f iff ..*..« o 



Sm dm 


I 


o 


5 


o 


1 


o 


3 


o 


1 


o 


o 


6 


o 


3 


1 


o 


3 


o 


1 


o 


I 


o 





3 


2 


6 


2 


6 


5 


o 




o 




o 




o 









o 


o 


6 



♦ n r Non.rcsiUcDt. 



10 



t^rge Starkey, CarpenUr .„.^. 2 
Williaai Taylor, Shoemaker .. •... 1 
Tbomai Weitcar, S!eAoo&fMw/€r.., 

William Basely, Buicher 

lfrB.'PaxtOD, seroani 

Mary Ann Wi^leaby,' Semjuireu 



1890 (continued). 



George Ward, B/fdMte..... ... 

John Baldwin. FubUcam 



6 









6 
6 
6 

1831. 



Sarah Baldwin .»•..• m ••••» O O 6 

Caroline Baldwin »• O O ^ 

Elizabeth Ba«ely O O S 

William Brutherton, Farmer.,, COS 



Total 



••«• ••• 



38 15 4 



£• «• <2. 

IU«htHmi.]Sarl$peBecr,KG.fir 2 

George Ruib, Eiq... nr 5 5 

Rev. B. Miiward, Atfctor n r 5 3 

Mrs J.Stratton 5 

R«v. F. Litehaeld, Curate 5 5 

William Ciirtis,l£4q ^»>tor nr 5 

Mrs. Rash 1 1 

Mi«s Stra*ton 10 

Miss Jalia StKatttm 2 6 

Miss Emily Stratton 2 6 

Master Stratton 2 6 

A Stranger , ., 3 

Thomas George, Farmer 5 

Mary Ann and Rebecca George 2 

William Austin, Farmer 5 

Jonn Austin 10 

Richard Prve,- Farmer 5 

Mrs Prue and Hannah Prue ... 5 

-Rirbard Prue, junior 2 6 

Daniel Curtis. Baker 2 6 

Tho..a8Aaaiin, Fmmer 5 

Mary Ann Auatin % .« 1 

John Reynolds, Farmer 2 6 

Mary.George^&PrancesReynoIdsO 2 

Mary Ann and J.Reynolds, jua 1 

Susanna Bradshaw 2 

Charles Howard, farmer 2 6 

Mary Ann, and Wm. Howard 3 

Thomas Howard 6 

George Ward, Blacksmith 6 

Charles Cook, Carrier 6 



William Basely, B«/db^ ....••.. 6 

Elisabeth Basely O O & 

Thomas Westcar, Schaolmatter O I O 
Charles MoVetou, Publican ••...• O 2 6 

John Roberts, Farmer 2 Ci 

Richard and Edward Roberts... 2 
Hem y aid Eleanor Roberts ...0 2 
Ann and Sirah Roberts ... ..... 1 

William Brotherton, Farmer,,, 3 

R K. Esq. Visitor ...«.>. »/• 5 

Rev. T. L.a Viiitor wr 5 O 

Mrs. Notlcy, servant •• ••«. ...•• 2 

Mrs. ditto .., 3 

Mrs Haynoa ift/to...... 8 6 

Mrs. Junea diUo 10 

Mr. J rvis ditto,,,,, ^, 10 

Mr. Rathbdne Vi/to 2 

Mr. Pawkins, «ft/to 2 6 

John Baldwin, Publican ...; 1 

Mary Ann Watesby,&mpif^retf... 6 

William Cole, /!bf7««r I 

George Starkey, Carpenter 2 6 

William Taylor, fitoemaifrtr 1 

Robert Nichols* Farmer (» 

Elizabeth Nichols 6 

John Nichols 6 

Anonymous gifts ...< 2 12 6 

Total t 38 16 11 
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RKMARKS. 



1. 

" From the collision of practical research^ many valuable truths and 
many profound maxims of state policy will be struck out,*^ 

Eden on the Poor Lavs. 

The Poor Laws of this country, once its pride, are now its bane. Wiselj 
suggested, and injudiciously retained, they have at length destroyed 
the morals, and comforts of the very claims for vhose benefit they wen* 
originally designed. It is needless to enquire whether the Law of 
£Hzabeth, or the English interpretation and administration of it, bas 
produced the grievance of which most thinking men complain ; but thii; 
muchis certain, that under it those very evils are fostered which preachers 
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deplore^ i¥bic1i moralists ^rite against, which political economists phi« 
losopkise about, and upon which republicans now speculate in their hop6il 
of an altered lorm of government. Indeed, had any msn deliberately 
penned a code of laws by which he hoped to degrade, demoralize, and 
impoverisli the objects of th^n, he, could scarcely have adopted a mort 
plausible and more destructive plan than that mode of compulsory pay- 
Bient, -whiiAif without regard to character^ now prevails in its wide 
wasting eiLtent in the southern and midland counties of England. la 
.g^enerating that which is universally acknowledged to be the ** root of all 
eyil,»» it generates that which fills our villages with poverty, filth, and 
discontent, our jails with criminals, our coimties with incendiarism, and 
our country with disturbance. In placing industry and idleness upon the 
same level, it withdraws all those encouragements to exertion, which ara 
even less useful in making men cranfor table, than they are in occupying. 
the mind, in preserving the health, in keeping men virtuous, and ren- 
.dering tbem happy. No blame attaches to the legislators of former days 
for this : they endeavoured, as we ought to do, to remedy a present evil, 
and they succeeded. The dissolution of the monasteries, and the con- 
aequ^it cessation of alms to the neighbouring poor, threatened to create ' 
:gTeat temporary distress, and to overwhelm the land with mendicancy. 
It ^was necessary to guard against those consequences so long ^ they were 
apprehended, and the act appears to have been not only benevolently in- 
tended, but judiciously adapted to the end proposed. Labour and charity 
then went hand in hand. It is now too justly said, that the overseer has 
a. loaf in one hand and a rod in the other. 

Tbat the direct tend^cy of that law was to produce those results which 
are now notorious, is, witn the example of Scotland before our eyes, too 
much to assert ; yet I am disposed to think, that every law for the relief 
of the Poor must so often depend upon the heart rather than upon the head 
for its application, that the abuse must sooner or later arise out of the use. 
The circumstances of Scotland, and the admonishing mistakes of England, 
have been favourable to our industrious and hard-headed neighbours ; yet 
in Glasgow and Edinburgh they have not been able to escape the infection, 
and it is probable, that after a lapse of time, the Scotch will have little 
to boast of as to their exemption from legalised pauperism. Once give 
compulsory payment a centre upon which to rest its foot, and it will under- 
take to move the world. But this is declamation, and the question whicli 
declamation upon this subject usually and properly calls forth is. What is 
your remedy? Are you prepared to abrogate those laws of which you com- 
plain ? Would you repeal statutes which by long continuance have at length 
become almost the very circulating blood of our system ? To this it is 
relied. No. That would be to exchange at once a smaller for a greater 
evil ; but although I would not take away the blood from the body, yet 
where the blood is bad I would remove a part, and by medicines and diet 
improve the remainder. I would remedy the evils of the Poor Laws 
wherever and whenever it can.be done with safety. It is folly to go on 
upon a plan which must inevitably lead to ultimate ruin both to the farmer 
and the poor ; it is the extreme of folly to cling to an entire system, con- 
fessedly defective, because we cannot get rid of it altogether. " Oh bu t, ' » 
it js said, *' the .wisest statesmen and legislators have failed, and it is 
hopeless to attempt any thing where they cannot succeed ; even Lor^ 
Brougham cannot suggest a remedy." Well then, if great men 
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-^ith migbty jninds cannot do any .^ing upon a grand scale, L^4i^9e 
be listened to that propose to do something upon a smaller ^cale; 
'they fail from their very '^ longing after immortality/' from a desire t€> 
establish their character as men of ^* enlarged views," from tb^r over-r 
looking little matters— as the Philosopher did, who, while measuring tbe 
heavens, broke bis nose by faUing into a fish pond. Some portions o€ 
yrhsl is called modern philosophy resemble those pencils, wbicb ^oat 
porcbase of the Jew boys, lead at each end for shew, but none in tii« 
nodddle; or the modern blotting paper (properly called blottmg), wl * ' 
has been made so good as to be good for nothing. It is therefore no 
gument against improvement, that the great .Philosophers of our 
dare not attempt it, or cannot succeed in it. Gulliver was not the h 
fixed to the earth because he was fastened by single hairs. from the ladd< 
of the Lilliputians. A fact which came to my knowledge when in Scotland 
four years ago, may here be applicable. The shares of a great <;anal had 
fallen to the zero point of value, and it was in contemplation to dry it up 
and graze the bed of it. It happened, however, that a small railwaj- 
was ^lade sometime after in the neighbourhood, of which little was tiiought 
at the time, but by whiqh the csmal shares ultimately became worth 
£.2200 each. Thus may a Provident Clothing Society produce an effect 
beycmd the expectations of those giants in legislation and philosop^y^ 
that refuse to do any thiqg because they cannot do every thing* 

The evil then against which 1 am solicitous to provide, is (he evt) of 
improvidence on the part of the labouring classes.. And here let it be 
remarked, that it is not improvidence in all cases that makes men paupers, • 
but the experience or the prospect of pauperism that makes men impro* 
Vident, pauperism, or the receipt of parochial relief being in the southern 
parts of England as often the cause as the result of improvidence* 
The best labourer in a parish, a y^ung, healthy, stout, active, industrious 
honest fellow, whose labour is worth more than sufficient to maintain 
him, his wife and qhildren, ought tp. be considered not so much a 
poor man as a plundered man. He ought not to be poor; but the 
laws make him so, and that not by the mass of competition which a 
superabundant population is'eates, but by the-4infair equality with him 
which every idle vagabond possesses. The truth is, &rmers cannot 
ehoose their workmen, and hence it hsppens that honesty, industry, so- 
briety, . civility of manner, and respectful deportment, have ceased to be 
of sufficient advantage to the labourer. He can demand wages with- 
out earning them, and maintenance too for his ohildren, how numerous 
soever they be. He marries upon the strength not of his own savings, 
but of his claims upon the parish purse. He receives his pay with inso- 
lence, and with discontent at its small amount, leaving the farmer as 
sullen as himself, and justly more dissatisfied. It iwould fatigue the 
mind to travel to the remote and perilous consequences. of all this; but 
upon one result it were well to reflect, namely, that the evil is in its 
nature progressive. 

IVly object has been, first, to check this evil, and then to introduce a 
gradual corrective. And can any one look at the result of the Farthing- 
hoe system, without seeing in it something to deserve consideration, and 
to warrant my recommendation of it ? I know it may be said by some, 
that all parishes are not circumstanced like mine — the extent of it, the 
population of it, the proprietorship of it, the influence which that pro- 



pn^lMjabip' s^v^es me-rall iias^ witii perhaps aomo firmnesa on m^ part, 
may bave eiULbled. me to give effect to the system in a way that could not 
be looked, for errcr^yv/heTe* Be it so, yet in all patrishes sooie portion of 
good, may be effected, in pr^ortion to die means possessed and the exer- 
tions used ; axi^* a^ in some instances greater difficnlties may be found, so 
t^ei« ave <»tkiievs prefientiag fewer. The land in Farthinghoe is chiefly 
pasture^ ll&e powitoUion is greater than is required for the cultivation of 
the aoiV ^witl^ Terarenoe to the capital of the iaxiner, the chief owner of the 
prdperty* ia xioisr-rendeot, there is hut one gentleman's residence in ad^ 
diticMA t^ my o^wn in- the pavishy and I am possessed of rery limited 
peeumary means* 

Sesidles Hms, the condition of the perish when 1 undertook to improve 

it in ISiSSS, lay mixing mysdf up witk aH its vestry concerns, was dis- 

tin^mdbed. liy as much lawlessness, drunkamess, turbulence, pauperism, 

poaioAiijag, and profligacy, as is often to be met with. Nor did I owe 

any Ihmg %o popularity. What popularity I possessed before I attempted 

to cbeck. and oontroul the vieieus by measures of resistance, I soon lost; 

^tlbeiigl^ 1 hqpe and believe, that 1 am at length considered to have 

beae^ftteA all elasaes of persons by the plans adopted ; most certainly no 

one ean be better supported than 1 am at this time by the landed 

pityprietors and fiHrraers, aa well as, I may add, by the poor themselves. 

From this egotism, necessary and therefore I trust excusable in order 

to alaevF the disadvuitages under which 1 have laboured, the reader witf 

tbink. that there may he something worth attending to in a plan that 

ecyuM produce such residts b» those which he has seen in the report. 

•-«>lt is not to be concealed, that in connection with the Clothing Society 

ibere have been other plans pursued ; but it is to be observed, that those 

plans are such as any other person might adopt more advantageously than 

1 could, and such as a Clothing Society will materially assist. 

The allotment of land may prove to have been orffy the experiment 
of a day, and of its ultimate good effects some persons are inclined to 
doubt. For my own part, I consider it as a most excellent arrangement in 
conjunction with a good parochial system, and one ultimately most perni- 
cious in union with a baa one. Temporary remedies are of course so much 
relief to temporary distress ; so was head*money, and so has been every 
description of parochial relief for the last forty years. But whatever is 
productive of nitttre evil, which will one day be present, should be as 
much avoided as present evil, which was once future. Nothing in short 
seems desirable upon this subject that has not a tendency to the removal 
df " Pauperism. Whether allotments of land are conduciv^e to such 
a result, must depend upon the system with which they are connected. 
I hare resorted to the plan, not onfy as auxiliary to the abolition of head- 
money, but as auxiliary also to a general arrangement under which the 
poor are to be led to virtuous habits in youth, in age, in service, in their 
single and in their married state. 
. .^ I hftTe proceeded upon the principle of instilHng notions of comfort info 

tfie raiodB of the poor. A pig, a clock, a barrel of beer, has more to do 
in determining the moral, and trough that the religious character than is 
g;eneratty supposed* Make a man comfortless and you make him im- 
pravidait, make him improvident and he is lost. The want of forethought 
pervades the whole and entire man. He isinks into the condition of an 
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idle, reckless profligate, thus exemplifying the mdancholy sentimeat of 
the poet, 

** Who falls from all he knows of bliss, 

** Cares little into what abyss." 
To raise his mind, 1 have endeavoured to render comforts not only s^- 
tractive but accessible ; connecting the acquisition of them however vfrith 
character, industry, and morality. I have not allowed myself to tiiink 
any man too poor to save ; I have rather regarded him as too poor to waste* 
He has never been interrupted in his return to independence, by haTing- 
his first efforts noticed at the vestry. If able to save twopence per week 
(even at first out of parochial relief), he was never told that he had 
received twopence beyond his due. I know not whether too muck Eias 
been attributed to the Clothing Society, in the statement of results which 
has been given. Be this as it may, the results exist, and from having- 
been one of the most lawless villages in the county, Farthinghoe is dddt 
one of the most orderly. It is said, a man deserves well of his country 
who makes two blades of grass g^w where only one grew before ; for my 
own part I aspire to the credit of making a labourer wear twice his former 
quantity of linen, lie in bed under double the usual number of blankets, 
and instead of potatoes eat bac(«, obtained by the sweat of an unpau- 
perised brow. '< I hope to see the time," said Lord Brougham, ** when 
every poor man in the country will be able to read Bacon." " It would 
be much more to the purpose," says Mr. Cobbett, *^ if he would giwe 
every man in the country the means of eating bacon." I agree in this 
instance with Mr. Cobbett, provided (a provision which Mr. Cobbett 
would I am sure approve) the poor man is enabled to live by his own 
industry, and is not bribed into improvidence by having idleness 
rewarded^ 



2. 

REMARKS and REFERENCES, explanatory of 

the Rules. 

Rule l.^^See Results 3 and 17. Those Results will shew the 
support given to the Society by all classes of persons* I should here 
observe, that at the outlet the society was by no means popular, 
particularly among the poor. The farmer was unfavourable to a 
society which required him to subscribe — ^the petty shopkeeper thought 
it would take away some of the halfpence with which the labourei 
was in the habits of paying his grocery debt. The poor looked upon 
it with great doubt and suspicion* Only sixteen depositors joined it 
the £rst week, partly perhaps because the poor fancied themselves 
unable to spare the money, and partly from the fear lest the over* 
seer should know that they were able to spare it. They are now 
extremely anxious to deposit* It is indeed considered as a great 
favour to be permitted. The most decrepid and aged pauper 
now finds himself able to deposit ; nor is it less popular with the 
farmer, as he has begun to perceive the difference betwe^ inde- 
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pendent proTident poor, and pauper wastiog poor. Thus it It a 
reinftvkiible eircniDitancei that out of a popnlatioo coosistiog of 
nea^Tly five hondred sonli, there were only three poor families at 
Ii*&rthlDghoe the second year of the Society, that did not yield a 
deposit, and only two above the class of poor, that did notprodnce 
a, subscription. These facts are creditable to the sense and feelings of 
tbe inliabitants, and calculated to enconrage other persons to form 
simil&r societies elsewhere. 

Role 2.^See Result 2. The society is established for the benefit 

of tlie poor inhabitants, no matter to what parishes they may legally 

beloi»f|r. This is opposed to the nsaal practice. In most villages, 

^^^tiere voluntary charitable societies exist, the farmers object to al- 

lo'wiiig any but their own poor to benefit by them. There cannot be 

St K v-eater mistake than this : it ought to be the endeavour of every 

f etrncier to raise the poor man's mind to a state of independence. The 

p«iYish to which he belongs is tbe last part of the world in which he 

sbould be invited to settle. So far from this, I would sooner give a 

^Y^mium to a man residing in what may be called a strange parish* 

A.B long as a labourer Hves apart from his settlement, nothing but a 

good character, industry, and civility, can place him upon an equality 

urith the rest. Why then drive him to pauperism, by talking to him of 

lais parish? Let him rather obtain that praise and that encouragement 

^^nrhich he deserves, for preserving himself and children from degradation. 

Yet such is the short sighted view of many an English Farmer, that 

mrhile crying out against pauperism, he creates paupers, and while 

inveighing against idle workmen, and the plunderers of his hedge-row 

and his hen-roost, his system is producing the very reckless, purloining 

creatures of whom he complains. It is high time the farmer became 

more alive to his own interests, than to degrade the poor by bidding 

them go home to their own parish. *• What is a parish made for,^* 

said a young healthy man the other day, when told to find work 

independent of it; — no wonder, when the labourer is desired to 

depend upon it^ not only for relief, but for charity and good will. 

Each individnars deposit is required to be made weekly, 
because— 1. The difficulty of raising a small sum every week, 
is less than it would be to raise a double sum once a fortnight. 
2. 1 he feeling of gratitude is I apprehend of weekly recur- 
rence. 3). The mortification of exclusion is more strongly expe- 
rienced; and, as I have seen, the desire of future admission is 
more constantly felt Thai desire governs the conduct and manner 
of the candidate for admission, who frequently beeomes the occa-' 
sional substitute of a sick or absent depositor. 4. It is a weekly 
opportunity for addressing the poor upon passing events connected 
with the parish and the people. — The Manager determines annually 
what applicants shall be admitted* This is essentially necessary 
for several reasons, 1. The power of exclusion on the part of the 
Manager, reminds the poor man of the necessity of observing 
good conduct, not only in those matters to which a rule would apply, 
bat in others to which it would not. I find exclusion dreaded 
now as much as expulsion was at first* 2. The power of exclusion 



teatbed die'Depotttor^ tltft>>tiietgoeiety imotjeeesanwiy. pemnn#f» ^ 
AM error wfaicb the paor nan frequently faUa tnfee with nespeet; 
aaiMiiil^dMirtlieB.-9-Tbe Manager/ atoa determtoesithet amount of •. 
depositi Tbia is neoesaary, 1. to gaardagainettoa greater 
af tker sabsctiptien fand being posaectaed by oae. iiidiid(}iuU,,or 
e«e family. 2^ Seeoaolly, 'to gjaavd agpaMAt triok. If tba 
were Unge» It mi^be aappUed is part by %Qvm. exoliided peffa<a«i>, 
or by some relation or friend in another viUage,, to wbom 
oh>tlieft woaid be given after distaibtttion. 3- Ta e«abb'th6'Bij 
nager ta have as many depositora asposaible* Myg)eiiecal rnli»^ 
has been» not to allow more than sixpence per week to be depi>!— 
sited by any one family. To forini that arxpenee^ I take aa many 
depositors aa possible— ^bnsband. or wife at 3d. two children at 
Id. each, aqd two. move children at id. eaoh.. 

The power of exdnsioa given to the manager by thiarole* enabled 
Bie to-excUide girls, who preferKd the miserable profits qI iacamaking 
at home,, where they^ helped to impoverish their fiimiliea« to beeamio^ 
servants. I admit, snch persons aa have long beea lacemakers* The 
younger gtrla are now as anxioos to- go oat tosarviee aa they formerl]^ 
were ta temaia at hoaoe. 

Role 3«'-'l1i was- aa object with me to keep the old and the 
young distinct, a» will be seen by referring ta rule 24, aecordiag; 
to which I am able to enact rules for discipline and good order 
during the year. 

Rule 4,^—860 reasona for rale 2. 
. B.ule &— 'Thia rule requires servant girls to belong to the 
younger class* Here I should observe, that my general rule of ) 

admission is to allow no girls to belong to the club,, if old enough 
for service^ unless actnaDy in service at the beginning af the year^ 
or likely to be so. If at service, I allow them to be deposiAora* 
for two years^ whether in or out of the parish— •in the latter 
case by substitute* The}' are then supposed to be sufficiently 
supplied with clothings and are not allowed any longer to continue, 
members. By not grantii^ them any share of the subscription 
fVind» unless they are in service at the end of the year, I provide 
them with an inducement to remain in place. I should add» 
that the clothing supplied by the society operates as an eucou* 
ragement to the farmers to take the little girls of the parish 
into their service, while it enables the girls to appear in such 
decent apparel» that a service out of the parish becomes afterwarda 
more easy. 

Bule 6, — ^The society's year is made to commence in January for 
many reasons. 1. If a depositor can be induced to deposit daring 
^e severest season, he witl not eonvince himself to the contrary in 
a milder one. 2. The severest season is the most favourable to the 
collection of subscriptions. An appeal in summer would produce 
but a slight effect.-^The same sum must be continued throughout 
the year. Thia is necessary, 1 . To avoid confusion. 2. To limit 
the whole sum. 3. To keep the depositor firm to his first purpose. 
4. To enable the Manager to allot the subscription fund in equal 
proportions, as will appear in the explanation of rule 21. 
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Rijl^ 7.— «Tt» proTA the vaKie of this rule I refer the reader to'the 
^ SerafHT' O, lO, ^l,aiidl4. II may perhiipi exeitie obJectfMu irith 
gome« but T- Imve never" heard an object ion- snffldetitly nirotkg to 
overeotA^ tite R^tiltoi hi its faron^. It re<j[aires afttbifd«Uit)(i at 
divlira ^otrsMit^ in th<^ chnrcfa on the part of the ddftoftitor. In' 
dotBg* 804 it r^^nires that whteh is caletalated; it may ba beliered; 
to h^rihjs K M^ssiAg npota the society as well as' Ui^ dbpoiiiUMr. The 
lairs'of Grod and man demand it, indiependetit of Che soei<lty» and 
ill all friendly clnbs'a similar rale prevails. The s6c!dty enjoiuaiti 
8«ipplyiti^«a' nlothre for attendance at divine i^orship Whtt6 hi^er 
motlveB- m^i^t be vtzMtg. Snrely it cantiotbe rbgai^ed as iooon* 
siatibnt ^4th the designs of Ood, by whom *^ the SabbaiCh was 
madb for m«n,'^ thus to require what God himself demands of his 
cTeatiDit^^« They who might dbi choose to hav6 the pay menu 
made on the Sunday, cotfld not, I conceive; haVa ady objectionto 
the de(>osUors^ presence at public worship boiki'g requf ftni. 

To llioi»e persons that object to the^ depoislt beings made on a 

Shoifday; dn thersbore of its being a worldly and secnlar act, diei^ 

i^ in my opinion an' etisy reply ; it is this^— there is not one 

operMion of' the* society that is not intended 9 and that is not cal* 

ctilated, to promote the moral and religious imp)*bvement of tho 

depositors. An ennobling and christian intercourse between the rich 

and tbe poor ; the encouragement and practice of charity ; the in« 

dnatry of the w6Hcing classes; their joining in public prayer; the 

oppt>rtunity of religious instruction; the endeavour to possess a 

conscience void of otfence; the cultivation of those provident habits 

npon which morality as well as comfort is found to depend,' and out 

of which may aria^e, by divine assistance, those' yery dispdsitionft 

-WiiTch are' essential to salvation; — Siich are the objects of this 

80ciety<-*tfae very objects^ it may be obser? ed^ for which the sab- 

liath was appointed — for which christians assemble together in the 

libuse of God— ^f or which they kneel-^^for which they suppKcate. 

Can any man that seriously considers this^ be of o|>im6n, thiit the 

simple act of depositing 3d. towards a fund connected with such 

tendencies^-^promoting such happiness— ^advancing suoh mighty 

interests— that such ati act, I say, can be dispfoldijn^ to the 

Almighty? As to its being- a secular employment, is it siidro 

secular than the holding of a parish vestry on that day, un' act 

commanded 'by law, upon th($ ground, it may be supposed, that 

the temporal good of the poor cannot bb promoted at a better 

time? In Scotland and in Ireland, a kind of voluntary poor'^srat^ 

is regularly raised every Sunday during divine service, by carrying 

a bojL from pew to pew for gifts. Collecttdtis are erery where 

made in England after charity sermons ; money is reoeived for 

the assistance of the poor at the Sacrament^ antf loaves of 

bread are in many English parishes given away in the ohnrch on 

Sunday. Connect all this with the superior convenience with 

which the labouring poor are enabled to deposit on the safibath^ 

over the six days of their toil— do this^ and then say in what 

respect is the sacred day violated? Callit aweekiy ohaHtyisermon^ 

and who can object to it? In framing this rule, I had no inteiition 
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to exduidd disB^iters, there not being a single diMenter iii Hi j 
parUhf and the 'attendaiMe at Chnrch being gpoji.aad.^ n^gnlar ; 
yelv as a clergyman, I cannot consider that * this 'tiife..b- ob- 
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j^otionable from its operating to the exclusion of^.dissenters,, 
1. iThpf dissenters \ believe never, inolade any hjajt those of .tJussr 
o.wnbodyiin their own charitable societies.—-2» . The« dissenters Are 
not hereby: prevented from, establishing similar societies among 
themselves, for the , relief of their own members.— 9i. It mny 
properly^ operate^ to .keep members of the establishment _ from 
qnitting. the honsi^hold of their faith* as some are apt to do> not f^om . 
any ground of objection to the principles of our establishment^ but 
from worldly and- temporal reasons.— 4. The society,.. in ecft- 
conraging depositors to go to charch> encourages them to hear those 
doctrines which every, clergyman of the establishment; regards as 
invQlving qufsjlions not of party triumph, but of eternal happiness. 
— 5* If dissenters are included in such a society, while the mem- 
bers off the establishment are excluded from the dissenting societies ^ 
a: positive pecuniary premium will be given to bribe men into placeft 
of ..dissent* — 6. It enables the. clergyman to know more of the 
charaeter of the depositor* Lastly, I again refer the reader to the 
improvement in " morals, to which this society appears to have 
contributed. . 

. Rule 8. — For regularity and order. 

Bule 9. — A rule to avoid confusion, and to save time. And here 
it should be noticed, that the day*8 deposits are nsually completed 
with me in ten minutes, there being nothing to impede the rapid 
receipt of deposits; and each abselt^tee^s name being simply noted . 
in the square of the week in which he omits to pay by a dot — as see 
!Besult..l5."-«-I call, over the nam^s, and the depositor answers 
*s hercvsir,'' paying the deposit to the Treasurer, with such forfeits 
ms may be due. 
. Rule lO.-7-As a general rule the attendance, of the depositor is 
reqiiired. . Yet unless the non-attendance has been long continued ,. 
I seldom, notice it. . . 

Rule 1 } .-r-It IS important to have a person present with every deposit, 
not oqly to. avoid confusion, but to produce that regular and nume- 
rous attendance, which it is one object of the society to secure. 

Rule .12."-*-See Result 8.' That. Result thews the strictness with 
which the payment of forfeits was enforced after the roles of the 
society became properly understood. . All sorts of excuses, devioes. • 
and tricks, were resorted to, hot without avail. 1 may observe^ . 
that the most rigid and unbending firmness in exacting the payment of 
forfeits is absolutely necessary. Its effects become soon visible in the 
order it produces. A slight deviation in this matter, ffom a foolish fear 
of appearing too strict, will produce endless miach^ef. 

Rule 13.— A month's non-payment expels; a shorter period 
might have operated to punish too severely in eases of nnavoidabie 
misfortune; a longer period might have prodvced carelessness* 

Rulel4.-*-To return the money would be a continual encouragement , 
to a member to violate the rules, and almost toseek expnlsiooy With 
tm knowledge also of a sum so to be recoveredi the shopkeeper ^qu1(| 
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l>e fsontjnimlly'baraswttg the depositor* A strict and obdeviating ad- * 
Iie rcM ce to tliis ride is indispensible. It will be found that the impRs- ' 
Ability of reoeifing any thing back, except at the distribution of 
elotliiBg^, keeps the depositDrson the constant watch notitQ lose the 
a.dv Antftge of their previons deposits. £¥ery week that aiixiety' increases. 
R^Ciira one 'sixpence, and the fear is at an end.* See* Result 8. . 

> ]R.ttle.)3«<— *See Results 9 and 10. It may here be noticed, that of- 
i^iScm most eomnionamongthepoorare mentioned in this a.ml.(be folbwing 
r^nles by name, although tiie words felony and misdemeaiopiir. would have 
iiaoJIsdedthem, sucl^ as stealing, drunkenness, and the lik(9^. This was 
done in order to put those oflfenoes prominently forward* which require to - 
Jm. particularly goanfed against by the labouring poor. To the sta(;^raent 
of -Results I UMiy add this, that the plunder of hedges, posts and rails, 
suad turnij^, at Farthinghoe, sterns to have entirely ceased since the es- 
talDlishment of a Clothing Society. It is probably' in. this 'respect that 
tlae society has so strongly recommended itself to the farmer. 

» Rede 46.— This Rule was made to prevent both the husband and wife 
CVom profiting by the society, in case of the di^nesty of either of them. 
. Rule 17.-— When the misdemeanor is slight; the manager has by this 
lE<ule the liberty of forbearing to punish. 

Rote 18.*— See Result 11. That Result may not be altogether owing 

'tA^ this rule. The-providence of the young man now discourages him 

fvom early marriage, and by consequence discounts the female from 

relyinguppnit. It is feir, however, to give the rule some share in the 

credit of that improvement which has taken place. The intention of the 

rule is to stigmatize vice as well as punish it, and thus to renew that sense 

of shame, which has of late been gradually and lamentably disappearing. 

It must have occurred to many a person to notice the impudence with which 

single women, in an advanced state of pregnancy, liow appear before the 

magistrate. It is perhaps one of the sad but natural consequences of that 

reliance upon the parish purse, which has in some parts of the country 

become so general. The question is now a matter for overseers to dispute 

about, and thus the disgrace is lost sight of, amid the conflicting evidence 

respecting settlements, and the desire of the overseer to whose parish the 

female b^ongs to induce the guilty parishioner of another parish to marry 

her. 

. Riile 19. — This rule wHl perhaps be objected to by those to whom the 
naming of vice may aj^sear offensive ; for my own part I cannot assent 
to the objection, the discoivagement of immorality being in my opinion 
of fer greater moment, than the fear of shocking ' ears polite.' Why is 
the guilt of one sex to be overlooked in rules enjoining strict morality, 
while the vices of the other are pointed out for correction. The poor 
usually associate the ideas of guilt and punishment together. With 
thebk nothing appears wrongthatis not forbidden. The strength of the 
sin is the strength of the law against it. Enact no law, they think there 
is no crime. Unfortunately fer females among the lower classes, an 
opinion is too often expressed by those in higher stations, about women 
being made '* honest women of ' ' by marriage. It might as well be said, that 
a thief is made an honest man by his release from jail. This sentiment is 
obviously opposed to scripture, as well as common sense, and the instances 
of female nrailty previous to marriage have become so frequent among 
the working classes, that it would have been worse than ridiculous not to 
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notice tbem on the score of delicacy. It may li6werer be obs^nred^ tiiat 
the rule is prospective^ and applied te candidatee fer charity, i iB M- w a im 
truth. not excluded frommy society any parisfaioDors^ on aoeoiintof^ ptast 
misconduct, it being my object to preif«nt rather tboti to^ paniaBfa.^. stt 
the same time I have certainly endeavoured to shenr-nyadtf l«as*i9riUaii^ 
to admit those whose character has been notorioudy bad, tbaa o&airs' to 
whpm no such objections apply. Up to this time 1 Inure nM been 
'upion to punish any depositor under thia rule, and therefore ant 
^say what period I should fix upon fi>r conviction. It* is ooe of ti 

^ cases, however, in which there could be nodifiicttUy in'-establtdiiB^gr.a 

y* safe, rule — say five months. .. 

Rule 20. — See Result 10. This wasr not amoo^ the mgiaal ndcs of 
the Farthinghoe Society, and I am not quiteprej^uredto recommend its 
adoption tiU the circumstances of the pansh have in some degree i^eeo 
prepared fur it. At the same time I have no hesitation in saying, not 
only that the abolition of head-money is feasible in nine parishes ontof 
with winch I am acquainted, but tlmt the contiauance of soeh' a 
pulsory pa3rment is utterly unjustifiable wh^pever a Clothing Society can 
established, in connection with land allotments. It may be asserted 
without fear of contradiction, that no system ever degraded, demoraKaedy 
and I may add robbed' the poor man like this. No system can tte so 
injurious to the farmer, or so permcious to ^the country. Ita mao^r pelts 
of England it is. as yet unknown^— *' Happy those farmersif tk^ bliss 
they knew !" May they long be exempt from one of the saddesl'Oiiraes 
that ever afflicted an industrious people. The system of- gijringso moeh 
a head for every child, in addition to the wages obtained by tl»e- labourer 
from his employer, carried the appearance of humanity with it ,at first ; 
yet it has been, in most cases, a contrivance to effect one or more of tlie 
following objects : 1. To catch some petty ratepayer, by whmn perhaps 
DO labourer is employed, and by whom the practice might 1 doubt- not be 
resisted as illegal. 2; To catch some farmer in the habits of employing- 
an insufiicient numb^ of labourers, in proportion to the redandant popu- 
lation. 3. To make the parochial expeoditare and rates-appear la^:to 
the landlord. 4. To keep down the price of labour, particularly in the 
case of 3'ouag men. — The effect has proved ruinous to all parties. How 
far the last object has been gained, may be judged of by referring. to 
the disturbances of last year, when the amount not only of wages but of 
relief was raised, in the midst of terror, throughout almost all the head- 
money districts. But for the energy of the Marquis of ChandoS' and 
his yeomanry, the evil of that period might have grown into an imiveraal 
servile war. To abolish the system of head-money then is an imperious 
duty. Till that is done, and I allow it must in some cases be done gra- 
dually, nothing is done. The system was carried to its height at Far- 
thinghoe, previous to the year 1826; at that time almost every able- 
bodied labourer was a pauper, either by the receipt of head-money <or 
otherwise. We have not had one instance of the kind l^r two years. 

Rule 21.<— The division of the total sum received throngheat the year 
is obviously easy, when the weekly payments have unifeimly confiaaed 
the same in amount. The entire sum must be the aggregate of 52 sitms, 
and therefore divisible by 52 ; and being divisible by 52, must be divi- 
sible by 13, the fourth or quarter of 52. Thus I find it convenient to 
make additions by thirteenths, each 13th being equal tp four weeks* de» 
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positiii^. The 13Ui of 13s. per year must it is evident be Is. or four 
weeks of 3d. So as to 8s. 8d. the aggregate of 2d., eightpence is flie 
X31I& of the whole, and equal to four weeks of 2d. Thus when I doubled 
tbe deposit the first year, I made 13s. — £1 6s.; 8s. 8d.— 17s. 4d. ; and 
so OD« And when 1 added eleven thirteenths as last year, 1 made 13s* 
iB.l ^48. ; 8s. 8d.-»16s. ; 4s. 4d.— 8s.; 2s. 2d.— 4s. This mode of 
adding to the deposits will be found a simple rule, and of easy and^Jlust 
applica,tion.— •! should here observe, that although I doubled the deposits 
tbe fiT*8t year, I never intend doing so again, as 1 prefer kee{nng a sum i9 
bandy as a remedy for any future deficiencies. Besides, it is better to 
add Iby fractions, which vary from year to year, than to teach the depo- 
sitors to fix their minds upon any one sum. The uncertainty of the 
ajxko^]int excites a useful degree of anxiety at the close of each year, and 
tl:io power of diminishing it acts as an oicouragement to the poor, to 
oliserve good behaviour towards the subscribers. It is no argument 
against the establishment of other societies, that subscripticms cannot 
l>e obtained so large in amount as mine. If the poor can be induced 
to deposit for one year, with the smallest subscription, they will learn 
to lvalue the syst^n, even ^thout a subscription. *^ If we had not 
saved it," say they, " we should have spent it ;'* and thus their very 
deposits seem to return to them like a gift of charity. 

With regard to the clothing, I have always secured the presence of a 
draper prepared with such useful articles as I considered proper for sale^ 
xio flannel but Welch flannel, and nothing tawdry in appearance, being 
permitted to be brought. This attendance of a tradesman will t^ 
-found a gpreat advantage in cutting and calculating to thd particular 
amount of each depositor's grant. Each depositor receives a bill (see 
Result 16) , and a copy is entered into the yearly book. With respect to 
the choice of the draper, in some parishes a supply by samples and tender 
might perhaps be round advisable. But let no depositor go to the 
draper's shop with a ticket, as is sometimes unwisely, sometimes 
indolently permitted. He may have a bill there which ibis ticket may be 
taken to pay — or he may sell it to the draper, or to' some person not a depo- 
sitor. It is also scarcely probable that the draper should in such a case 
sell at so low a price, as it would establish a precedent of reduced prices 
against himself. Besides, you have no means of directing the choice; 
and moreover, the attendwce of ladies and others resident in the parish 
at the time of sale is lost. The latter is a most important point. My 
* parishioners have derived great advantage from the advice received upon 
such occasions, and the general habit of economy, and advantage of 
cleanliness, have been usefolly pointed out. I may add, that the personal 
attendance of subscribers enables them to see more distinctly tiie good 
effects of the society, and induces them to take a greater interest in its 
success. 

Rule 22.— This is necessary, as a guard against fraud and abuse. 
Rule 23.-*By placing the deposits and subscriptions in the Savings* 
Bank, I last year realiased interest to the amount of 20s. 

Rule 24.^Strict observance of the ndes on the part of the Manager 
is absolutely necessary, in order to justify expulsion, or the enforcing of 
forfeits, when a rule is violated. However ofiensive or bad in morals 
the conduct of any depositor may be during the year, yet so long as a 
i^itten rule is not broken^ I never lefuse him an equal portion with the 
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Mlien of the tdvantagei of fte society. At the commeneemeRt of tfae 
Mlowiiir y^ear, I may exelude him, and the tear of tha^ is oerfeoliiljr 
mater man I ooold have expeoted-^it is most extensive and iafkieiKtial. 
Wkh fespeet to the youdg^r dass, oorreot behaviour in Chnrch and ocit of 
it is insisted upon, as a bye rule, on pain of forfeit. That forfeit l> riug 8 
the young depositor's o^nce to tiie knowledge of the parent, anci tiras 
the'parent is interested, wi& a view to saving expence, in causing his c^liild 
Id eh^wve good order. The rules were rendered technically accurate ^n 
•ciottBt of their penal charaster. 



Having thus explained the rules, as iar as the several reasons occur to 
190, by which I was influenced in framii^g them, I leave it to the public 
to adopt or reject them. I will only add one or two hints for the guidaojce 
pf persons, whom the success of my societv may induce to make a similar 
experiment. If you establish a society in the months of February, Marcii, 
or April, make a condition with the depositors, that they shall pay back 
to the first week in the year, in the course of the following harvest 
season. Never assist a depositor with idoney, for if you & it will 
be looked for again by him and others* Select for your Treasurer or 
Manager, a person who will be inexorably firm in enforcing the rules. 
*rhe schoolmaster, if you have a man of this description, is the most 
Hkely to be serviceable in this way. If any person in your Parish is in 
^ habit of giving away money, or clothes, or meat, at particular seasons, 
endeavour tfi persuade that person to pour the means so employed, wholly 
or in part into the more fertilizing channel of a Clothing Society. 

By the aid of a Clothing Society, justlv and rigidly conducte(|f I do 
not hesitate to say that more good may be done, first to the temporal, and 
afterwards to the spiritual welfare of the Poor, than by all the sermons 
which the most popular preacher can deliver, or by any other methods 
With, which I am acquainted, for pennapently ameliorating the condition 
of the labouring classes. 

11^ Ut m^ duppsilftr )h»v» i^ Cl^y Qif th^ Uvi^. 



The /hlhufing Statempm^ intended for insertion among the Results, 

was omitted in its proper place. 

Pa^'W. 4r|iW^ 18^9t 1830. 1831. 
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